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NORTH  VIETNAM

i GGen. Vang Pao as they build
¢ their rainy season offensive in
i northern Laos on to the Plain
i of Jars from Long Cheng.
Pathet Lao and North Viet-
namese forces appear to be
withdrawing north and west
off the 30-mile-square uplan
plain they have held since it
recapture from Meo forces i

LAOS

Ba N2
X

AN N Sﬁm oy a

3 PI.AI N
Sum Thong\ °F§

N louchanz carly 1970, according to i
formed sources in Vientian

' Vientiane Striking northeast and nor
e thwest of their mountai

hase just south of the plain/
the irregulars reoccupied Ban
Na. overlooking Kkey passes
into Long Cheng, early last

Burma

. s week. Then they struck at
&, {’ ’/(} ‘ XNieng Khoang airfield 30
sumvm-v, %,| miles east, occupying it late in
a Ty (4 the week,
THAILAND THAILAND BOLEVENS‘ Since occupying the airfield
-PLATEAU ‘ 100 miles northeast of Vienti-
Am-peu. ane and beginning their com-
mando raids, Meo soldiers
have uncovered significant
CAMBODlA' amounts of enemy armaments,
mn—— el _inpluding 122-mm rockets and

——The Washinztun Post,
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squre s but 15 re
frpmg serious ill-
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t 4 committee of four junior
afficers working with Ameri-
cafy: advisers.

tigne say that the offenswe
rysts onto the plqm are be-
ing 'made in order to improve
Vang Pao’s defensiye positions
und Long Cheng.

Dther sources say, however,
that the commando units are
hing ~ offensive forays
ward glong the east and
t rims of the plain. They

well under way.

fraffic by heavy duty trans-

sbRt planes of Air America

1ty the X;eng thang field is

‘egorted as “copstant,” even
er extremely | hazardpus

vegther conditiqns. |

‘Bilots ferrying t.roops and

»ielirreport only sporadzc

§ backout on

: %i)‘mfnarxar of the Meo/
is believed to be held

say & major offensive buildup |
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g VIENTIANE, July 7—Little;Prime  Minister :ojivanna
= opposition is being met by|{FPhouma. Neither i a.ijan nor
k3 ClA-supported Meo units |American spoke: in2 V\_/lll
°ga ! under the command of Maj. comment on the nffensive

moves, nor on wh:ther there
is an official blac:cut in ef-
tect.

Radio Pathet La: from Sam
Neua City, the I athet Lao
headquarters 175 n.il-s north-
east of here, is car:y:ng news
of offensive mov:s in the
Xieng Khoang are. . however,
claiming that three regiments
of Vang Pao’s “m:rienaries”
supported by “mer« ‘rary Thai
artillerymen’ an heavy
American bombing a:e invad-
ing “liberated zones

There is consider :bie specu-
lation in Vientiam wer the
parallels between {:e current
offensive moves .nd those
during 1969 when +V.ing Pao
captured the plair i»llowing
‘heavy bombing. ‘I%¢ Pathet
Lao recaptured th.- olain in
early 1970.

American sources ¢eny that
a general offensiv - of that
scope is planned, 1+d even
express fear of sutii a move
because of the M- army’s
weakened conditici  but as

. ~ione informapt aau; 1ang Pao

Is VEry much his vn man,
o lahd ne "matter wh i anyone
says, he does prcit. much
what he wants.”
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